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Introduction

Congratulations on your purchase of The Sound Professionals headphone mounted binaural microphones (SP-HMC-1). These microphones represent the state of the art in miniature condenser microphones. With reasonable care, these microphones will produce a lifetime of accurate recordings and listening enjoyment. These microphones can be used alone with any recorder or mixer supplying a bias voltage of 1.5 to 10 volts at its mic input. In addition, the SP-HMC-1 can be used in conjunction with the optional extension cable (SP-SPSC-1) or any of our optional battery/filter modules for even greater flexibility and sound quality.

The microphones themselves are housed inside a set of SONY Walkman style headphones, and are located just underneath the foam earpads.

Preparing to make a recording

Before making your first important recording, it is suggested that you experiment with your new microphones a bit. While it won’t damage your new microphones, reasonable care should be taken to ensure that they are not plugged into a headphone output jack.

Using the SP-HMC-1 directly into the recorder:
If you are using the microphones alone, simply plug the SP-HMC-1 into your recorder or mixer’s microphone input jack. If necessary, switch on the power source at the mic input (see the manufacturer’s instructions for more details on this). Once the microphone is receiving power from your recorder, you are ready to proceed.

Using the SP-HMC-1 in conjunction with the optional extension cable:
If you are using the SP-SPSC-1 extension cable, plug the microphones into the female jack of the extension cable and plug the male end of the extension cable into your recorder, using the same procedure as described above.

Using the SP-HMC-1 in conjunction with the optional battery modules:
If you are using the microphones and/or the extension cable with any of the battery/filter modules, plug the microphones (or the male end of the extension cable if you are using it) into the input jack of the battery module. The microphones are now receiving power from the battery module (refer to the battery/filter module’s instructions for additional information regarding it’s use). Since the microphones will receive power anytime they are connected to the battery/filter module, be sure to disconnect them from the module when not in use.

In most cases, when using the battery/filter modules, and you are going to be recording relatively loud sounds (rock concerts, full orchestras, close miked instruments, etc.), it is suggested that you use the “line in” jack of your recorder or mixer. This will produce excellent results with these types of sources. 

If you are going to record very quiet sounds, (nature sounds, human speech, chamber music, meetings, etc.), it is suggested that you use the microphone “in” jack of your recorder using the -20dB setting. This should produce excellent results with these types of sources. You may find it necessary to change to the different dB setting if you have to turn the recording level controls up near their maximum settings at the -20dB setting.

Once you have plugged the output cable from the battery module into your recorder or mixer, you are ready to proceed.

The microphones can be worn on the head as you would a normal set of headphones, or around the neck, as if you were carrying the headphones without wearing them. For true binaural recordings, wear the SP-HMC-1 on your head. This will produce exceptionally true and accurate binaural recordings when played back using “real” headphones. It is very important that the left/right placement is maintained throughout the recording and playback process; otherwise, the recording will sound like the performers were seated behind you instead of in front of you.

For standard stereo recordings that will be played back through loudspeakers, it is suggested that you wear the SP-HMC-1 around your neck. This will produce superb stereo recordings for playback through loudspeakers or headphones.

You may now begin recording, following the directions provided by your recorder’s manufacturer. After a few minutes of recording, stop the recorder and listen to the recording you have just made. Adjust the microphone placement and recording levels as needed. Repeat this procedure until you are satisfied with the results. You are now ready to make that once-in-a-lifetime recording!

Care and Maintenance

Your Sound Professionals Binaural microphones have been designed and manufactured to provide a lifetime of trouble-free service. When necessary, you may wipe the cables and exterior of the SP-HMC-1 with a soft cloth moistened with clean water, removing excess moisture with a dry cloth.

The front of the microphone capsules (underneath the foam earpads) contains the miniature microphone element, and should not be moistened. If the covering over the front of the capsule becomes soiled, carefully brush off the contaminant with a Q-tip, being careful not to lift the covering itself. Always keep the foam earpads in place on the SP-HMC-1.

Questions and help

If you have any questions regarding the use of your microphone system or require help with these instructions, please feel free to call us at 1-800-213-3021.

Warranty

The Sound Professionals will repair or replace, at our option, for a period of one year from the date of purchase, any Sound Professionals Binaural microphone system which in normal use has proven to be defective in workmanship or material, provided that the customer returns the product to us prepaid with proof of purchase. The Sound Professionals will not be responsible for any asserted defect which has resulted from normal wear, misuse, abuse or repair or alteration made or specifically authorized by anyone other than The Sound Professionals. Under no circumstances will The Sound Professionals be liable for incidental or consequential damages resulting from the use of this product. This warranty is The Sound Professionals sole warranty and sets forth the customer’s exclusive remedy, with respect to defective products; all other warranties, expressed or implied, whether of merchantability, fitness for purpose, or otherwise, are expressly disclaimed by The Sound Professionals.
