The Sound Professionals  -  Quick Start Guide to Sony HiMD recorders
You probably want to try out your new recorder right away and we’ll bet that the last thing you want to do right now is to read that one-inch-thick manual. Here is a short procedure you can use to setup your recorder for optimum results for live recording. These are just the basics, but it will get you started………To begin, install the battery (following the polarity marked on the recorder) and plug in the A/C adapter. In case you are not familiar with the symbols on the buttons, here is what they mean:
►- “Play” or “enter” if pushed down and “scroll” if rolled up or down
►► - “Fast forward” (if held down), “skip ahead” one track (short push down) or “raise recording level” (when using manual rec levels)
◄◄ - “Rewind” (if held down), “skip back” one track (short push down) or “lower recording level” (when using manual rec levels)

■ – “Stop” if in play mode, “Cancel” if in the menu mode and “Charge battery” if recorder is off
ll – “Pause”
Red button is “record”

Setting up the menus (this section is for all recording situations - complete these steps first):

 1-Enter the menu by pushing and holding the search/menu button down until the menu screen appears

2-Scroll down to the option setting and push enter
3-Scroll to the menu mode setting and push enter
4-Move the arrow to Advanced and push enter to save

5-Enter the menu by pushing and holding the search/menu button down until the menu screen appears

6-Scroll down to REC settings and push enter
7-Scroll down to group rec and push enter
8-Move arrow to off and push enter
9-Push and hold the red record button, and while holding record, push pause. The recorder will enter the “record pause” mode

10-Enter the menu by pushing and holding the search/menu button down until the menu screen appears

11-Scroll down to REC Settings and push enter
12-Scroll to REC mode and push enter
13-Move arrow to PCM and push enter

14-Push “stop”

From here, you need to determine what type of recording you want to do – into the mic input, or into the line input. See both options below to decide:

Option 1: Setting up the menus for recording with a mic plugged into the mic input (situations that range from quiet to moderately loud) using Auto Gain (AGC)

1- Enter the menu again

2-Scroll down to REC settings and push enter
3-Scroll down to MIC AGC and push enter
4-Move arrow to Standard and push enter
5-Enter menu again 

6-Scroll down to REC settings and push enter
7-Scroll down to MIC sens and push enter
8-Move arrow to sens low and push enter
 

All of the menu settings changed so far will be saved even when the recorder is turned off and you won't have to mess with them again (unless you want to).  

When you are ready to start recording, push and hold the red record button and push “play”. When you are finished, push “stop”. To listen to your recording, push “play”. Adjust the volume level up or down with the “VOL” button. To stop playback, push “stop”.

Option 2: Setting up the menus for recording loud sounds, audio from a line level device or any audio with a very strong signal level into the line input using manual levels

Note: You will need to use the line input (labeled “optical line in” on the recorder – it’s both digital optical in and analog line in). If you were to try to record something very loud into the mic input, the input would overload (called “brickwalling”). We suggest using the manual recording levels (highly recommend if you are recording music) instead of the default auto gain (AGC) recording levels as described above. If you are using a microphone into the line input, it must be self powered or be a combination of mic and power supply (battery module). The line input will not power a microphone.

 1-Push and hold the red record button, and while holding record, push pause. The recorder will enter the “record pause” mode

2-Enter the menu by pushing and holding the menu button down until the menu screen appears

3-Scroll down to REC settings and push enter
4-Move arrow to REC level and push enter
5-Move arrow to Manual and push enter
6-Push the “◄◄” button to lower the recording level or “►►” button to raise the level. Adjust the recording level so that the loudest peaks come close to, but do not quite illuminate, the last bar segment of the level meter

When you are ready to start recording, push pause to release “record pause” and start recording. If you need to adjust levels while recording, you can do so by pushing “◄◄” or “►►”. If you push stop, the recording level control is set back to auto gain (AGC) and you will need to repeat this procedure from step 1 if you want to set recording levels manually again. However, if you push pause instead of stop, the manual recording level control will not be defeated.

When you are finished, push “stop”. To listen to your recording, push “play”. Adjust the volume level up or down with the “VOL” button. To stop playback, push “stop”.

If you have questions, check the manual for details. If you need help with basic functions, please call us at 609-267-4400. If you need help with computer related problems, please call Sony support at 1-866-456-7669
